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I N T R O D U C T I O N

The Bible is the greatest earthly treasure that God has ever 
entrusted to his people. The psalmist praised the revelation 
given to Moses as “reviving the soul,” “rejoicing the heart,” 
and “more to be desired . . . than gold” (Ps. 19:7–10). The pur-
pose of this edition of the ESV Bible is to present the Scripture 
in a way that reflects the unspeakable preciousness and beauty 
of the Scripture itself.

The English Standard Version Bible stands in the classic 
stream of English Bible translation that goes back to the vener-
able King James Bible of 1611. The King James Bible translators 
wrote that “God’s sacred Word . . . is that inestimable treasure, 
which excelleth all the riches of the earth.” It is in solidarity 
with that conviction that Crossway is pleased to present to the 
church the ESV Reader’s Bible, Six-Volume Set.

This edition of the Bible has been created in an effort 
not only to reflect the riches of the Bible itself but also to 
facilitate smoothness of reading. Chapter and verse num-
bers, footnotes,* and headings have all been removed, with 
just a limited number of section headings provided to help 
guide reading. The result is the text of Scripture presented in 
a way much closer to the original manuscripts. And readers 

*Readers who wish to view the textual footnotes or other material that has been omitted from the 
ESV Reader’s Bible, Six-Volume Set may access the entire ESV Bible for free at esv.org.
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Introduction

will find the seamless presentation of the text conducive to 
reading large portions of the Bible at a time. This is similar to 
what we find in the Bible itself. Ezra read the Scripture to the 
people from early morning until midday (Neh. 8:3). Paul’s 
epistles were read aloud from start to finish.

There is a time for analyzing the biblical text word by 
word and verse by verse in a concentrated way. Most modern 
Bibles are effective for such Bible study. But there is also a 
time for immersing ourselves in the sweep of the storyline 
in a way that most modern editions of the Bible can inhibit. 
The uncluttered elegance of the ESV Reader’s Bible, Six-Volume 
Set is intended to encourage such reading. 

May the Lord himself draw near to you as you spend time 
in his Word.
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C R E A T I O N  A N D  T H E  F A L L

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
The earth was without form and void, and darkness was 

over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the face of the waters.

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 
And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the 
light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the first day.

And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the 
waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” And God 
made the expanse and separated the waters that were under 
the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And 
it was so. And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the second day.

And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gath-
ered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And 
it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that 
were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it 
was good.

And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants 
yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their 
seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was 
so. The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed 
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according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which 
is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it 
was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
third day.

And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the 
heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be 
for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, and let them 
be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the 
earth.” And it was so. And God made the two great lights —
the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule 
the night — and the stars. And God set them in the expanse 
of the heavens to give light on the earth, to rule over the day 
and over the night, and to separate the light from the dark-
ness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the fourth day.

And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of 
living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the 
expanse of the heavens.” So God created the great sea crea-
tures and every living creature that moves, with which the 
waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged 
bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the 
earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the 
fifth day.

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures 
according to their kinds — livestock and creeping things and 
beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. 
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And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds 
and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything 
that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw 
that it was good.

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and 
over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on 
the earth.”

  So God created man in his own image,
  in the image of God he created him;
  male and female he created them.

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruit-
ful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 
heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 
And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding 
seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with 
seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. And to every 
beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And 
it was so. And God saw everything that he had made, and 
behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the 
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D A V I D  B E C O M E S  K I N G

A  fter the death of Saul, when David had returned from 
striking down the Amalekites, David remained two 

days in Ziklag. And on the third day, behold, a man came 
from Saul’s camp, with his clothes torn and dirt on his head. 
And when he came to David, he fell to the ground and paid 
homage. David said to him, “Where do you come from?” 
And he said to him, “I have escaped from the camp of Israel.” 
And David said to him, “How did it go? Tell me.” And he 
answered, “The people fled from the battle, and also many 
of the people have fallen and are dead, and Saul and his son 
Jonathan are also dead.” Then David said to the young man 
who told him, “How do you know that Saul and his son 
Jonathan are dead?” And the young man who told him said, 
“By chance I happened to be on Mount Gilboa, and there was 
Saul leaning on his spear, and behold, the chariots and the 
horsemen were close upon him. And when he looked behind 
him, he saw me, and called to me. And I answered, ‘Here I 
am.’ And he said to me, ‘Who are you?’ I answered him, ‘I am 
an Amalekite.’ And he said to me, ‘Stand beside me and kill 
me, for anguish has seized me, and yet my life still lingers.’ 
So I stood beside him and killed him, because I was sure that 
he could not live after he had fallen. And I took the crown 
that was on his head and the armlet that was on his arm, and 
I have brought them here to my lord.”
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Then David took hold of his clothes and tore them, and 
so did all the men who were with him. And they mourned 
and wept and fasted until evening for Saul and for Jonathan 
his son and for the people of the Lord and for the house of 
Israel, because they had fallen by the sword. And David said 
to the young man who told him, “Where do you come from?” 
And he answered, “I am the son of a sojourner, an Amalekite.” 
David said to him, “How is it you were not afraid to put out 
your hand to destroy the Lord’s anointed?” Then David 
called one of the young men and said, “Go, execute him.” And 
he struck him down so that he died. And David said to him, 
“Your blood be on your head, for your own mouth has testi-
fied against you, saying, ‘I have killed the Lord’s anointed.’ ”

And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and 
Jonathan his son, and he said it should be taught to the people 
of Judah; behold, it is written in the Book of Jashar. He said:

 “ Your glory, O Israel, is slain on your high places!
  How the mighty have fallen!
  Tell it not in Gath,
  publish it not in the streets of Ashkelon,
  lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice,
  lest the daughters of the uncircumcised exult.

 “ You mountains of Gilboa,
  let there be no dew or rain upon you,
  nor fields of offerings!
  For there the shield of the mighty was defiled,
  the shield of Saul, not anointed with oil.
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 “ From the blood of the slain,
  from the fat of the mighty,
  the bow of Jonathan turned not back,
  and the sword of Saul returned not empty.

 “ Saul and Jonathan, beloved and lovely!
  In life and in death they were not divided;
  they were swifter than eagles;
  they were stronger than lions.

 “ You daughters of Israel, weep over Saul,
  who clothed you luxuriously in scarlet,
  who put ornaments of gold on your apparel.

 “ How the mighty have fallen
  in the midst of the battle!

 “ Jonathan lies slain on your high places.
  I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan;
  very pleasant have you been to me;
  your love to me was extraordinary,
  surpassing the love of women.

 “ How the mighty have fallen,
  and the weapons of war perished!”

After this David inquired of the Lord, “Shall I go up into 
any of the cities of Judah?” And the Lord said to him, “Go 
up.” David said, “To which shall I go up?” And he said, “To 
Hebron.” So David went up there, and his two wives also, 
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P S A L M  1

  Blessed is the man
  who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
  nor stands in the way of sinners,
  nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
  but his delight is in the law of the Lord,
  and on his law he meditates day and night.

  He is like a tree
  planted by streams of water
  that yields its fruit in its season,
  and its leaf does not wither.
  In all that he does, he prospers.
  The wicked are not so,
  but are like chaff that the wind drives away.

  Therefore the wicked will not stand in the 
judgment,

  nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;
  for the Lord knows the way of the righteous,
  but the way of the wicked will perish.

P S A L M  2

  Why do the nations rage
  and the peoples plot in vain?
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  The kings of the earth set themselves,
  and the rulers take counsel together,
  against the Lord and against his Anointed, 

saying,
 “ Let us burst their bonds apart
  and cast away their cords from us.”

  He who sits in the heavens laughs;
  the Lord holds them in derision.
  Then he will speak to them in his wrath,
  and terrify them in his fury, saying,
 “ As for me, I have set my King
  on Zion, my holy hill.”

  I will tell of the decree:
  The Lord said to me, “You are my Son;
  today I have begotten you.
  Ask of me, and I will make the nations your 

heritage,
  and the ends of the earth your possession.
  You shall break them with a rod of iron
  and dash them in pieces like a potter’s  

vessel.”

  Now therefore, O kings, be wise;
  be warned, O rulers of the earth.
  Serve the Lord with fear,
  and rejoice with trembling.
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  Kiss the Son,
  lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,
  for his wrath is quickly kindled.
  Blessed are all who take refuge in him.

P S A L M  3

A Psalm of David, when he fled 
from Absalom his son.

  O Lord, how many are my foes!
  Many are rising against me;
  many are saying of my soul,
 “ There is no salvation for him in God.” Selah

  But you, O Lord, are a shield about me,
  my glory, and the lifter of my head.
  I cried aloud to the Lord,
  and he answered me from his holy hill. Selah

  I lay down and slept;
  I woke again, for the Lord sustained me.
  I will not be afraid of many thousands of people
  who have set themselves against me all around.

  Arise, O Lord!
  Save me, O my God!
  For you strike all my enemies on the cheek;
  you break the teeth of the wicked.
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J U D A H ’ S  S I N

T he vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, 

Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

  Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth;
  for the Lord has spoken:
 “ Children have I reared and brought up,
  but they have rebelled against me.
  The ox knows its owner,
  and the donkey its master’s crib,
  but Israel does not know,
  my people do not understand.”

  Ah, sinful nation,
  a people laden with iniquity,
  offspring of evildoers,
  children who deal corruptly!
  They have forsaken the Lord,
  they have despised the Holy One of Israel,
  they are utterly estranged.

  Why will you still be struck down?
  Why will you continue to rebel?
  The whole head is sick,
  and the whole heart faint.
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  From the sole of the foot even to the head,
  there is no soundness in it,
  but bruises and sores
  and raw wounds;
  they are not pressed out or bound up
  or softened with oil.

  Your country lies desolate;
  your cities are burned with fire;
  in your very presence
  foreigners devour your land;
  it is desolate, as overthrown by foreigners.
  And the daughter of Zion is left
  like a booth in a vineyard,
  like a lodge in a cucumber field,
  like a besieged city.

  If the Lord of hosts
  had not left us a few survivors,
  we should have been like Sodom,
  and become like Gomorrah.

  Hear the word of the Lord,
  you rulers of Sodom!
  Give ear to the teaching of our God,
  you people of Gomorrah!
 “ What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices?
  says the Lord;
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  I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams
  and the fat of well- fed beasts;
  I do not delight in the blood of bulls,
  or of lambs, or of goats.

 “ When you come to appear before me,
  who has required of you
  this trampling of my courts?
  Bring no more vain offerings;
  incense is an abomination to me.
  New moon and Sabbath and the calling of 

convocations —
  I cannot endure iniquity and solemn 

assembly.
  Your new moons and your appointed feasts
  my soul hates;
  they have become a burden to me;
  I am weary of bearing them.
  When you spread out your hands,
  I will hide my eyes from you;
  even though you make many prayers,
  I will not listen;
  your hands are full of blood.
  Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;
  remove the evil of your deeds from before my 

eyes;
  cease to do evil,
  learn to do good;
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P R O L O G U E :  T H E  I N C A R N A T E  W O R D

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 

God. All things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and 
the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light.

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming 
into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his 
own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who 
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor 
of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after 
me ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) For from 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
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Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is 
at the Father’s side, he has made him known.

T H E  S I G N S  O F  T H E  M E S S I A H

A  nd this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who 

are you?” He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, 
“I am not the Christ.” And they asked him, “What then? Are 
you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And 
he answered, “No.” So they said to him, “Who are you? We 
need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say 
about yourself?” He said, “I  am the voice of one crying out 
in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the 
prophet Isaiah said.”

(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) They asked 
him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the 
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” John answered them, 
“I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not 
know, even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal 
I am not worthy to untie.” These things took place in Bethany 
across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ I myself did not know 
him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that 
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he might be revealed to Israel.” And John bore witness: “I saw 
the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained 
on him. I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit 
descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.’ And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the 
Son of God.”

The next day again John was standing with two of his disci-
ples, and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and 
they followed Jesus. Jesus turned and saw them following and 
said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, 
“Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He 
said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw 
where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for 
it was about the tenth hour. One of the two who heard John 
speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We 
have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). He brought 
him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the 
son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter).

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip 
and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, 
the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said 
to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and 
also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” Jesus saw 
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J  ames, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,
To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion:
Greetings.
Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of var-

ious kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith pro-
duces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, 
that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives 
generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. 
But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who 
doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the 
wind. For that person must not suppose that he will receive 
anything from the Lord; he is a double- minded man, unstable 
in all his ways.

Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, and the rich 
in his humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he will 
pass away. For the sun rises with its scorching heat and with-
ers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So also 
will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits.

Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for 
when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, 
which God has promised to those who love him. Let no one 
say when he is tempted, “I  am being tempted by God,” for 
God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no 
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one. But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed 
by his own desire. Then desire when it has conceived gives 
birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.

Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. Every good gift 
and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow 
due to change. Of his own will he brought us forth by the word 
of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick 
to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; for the anger of man does 
not produce the righteousness of God. Therefore put away all 
filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness 
the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, 
he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mir-
ror. For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets 
what he was like. But the one who looks into the perfect law, 
the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets 
but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.

If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his 
tongue but deceives his heart, this person’s religion is worth-
less. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father 
is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to 
keep oneself unstained from the world.

My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. For if a man wear-
ing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, 
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and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, and if you 
pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, 
“You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the poor man, 
“You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” have you not 
then made distinctions among yourselves and become judges 
with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God 
chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and 
heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who 
love him? But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the 
rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you 
into court? Are they not the ones who blaspheme the honor-
able name by which you were called?

If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, 
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 
But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the 
whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of 
it. For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do 
not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do murder, 
you have become a transgressor of the law. So speak and so 
act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. For 
judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. 
Mercy triumphs over judgment.

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has 
faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him? If a 
brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 
and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and 
filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, 
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